PATTERSON FAMILY PRAYER LETTER (May 1, ’12)
Greetings from a beautiful spring day here! I really enjoy the warm weather; the birds; blossoms; butterflies and bees! (But I’m not so thrilled with the pollen that all that produces!) Thanks for your love and prayers and support and for taking the time to read my letters!

PRAISES:  This month, let me share words of “answered prayer” testimony that have been a huge encouragement to me. First, a couple from my family: 1) Joseph’s first year at the Calvary Memorial Church in Gering, NE was as an “intern”. In answer to prayer and in fulfillment of his deep desire, he has been hired as full-time Youth Pastor! His wife, Crystal, has had a pretty full year substitute teaching in the Gering area. Again in answer to prayer and in line with their deep desire, she has been hired as full-time 4th grade teacher for next year in her favorite school there! Pray for these happily married and blessed “newly-weds” (They’ve been married 9 months now!)! 
2) Just after sending you my last letter, I learned that my daughter, Frances, received “Caregiver of the Year” in her district at their annual banquet in Omaha. She had received “Caregiver of the Month”, but this is a big step up! (You will probably remember that she works for “Home Instead Health Care”.) I want to share with you part of a letter that a daughter of one of her clients wrote and then read at that banquet. (You won’t get as “teary” reading this as I did, but I think it will bless you and cause you to praise God with us for what He is doing in and through Frances.) “I am delighted to share my thoughts on Frances Patterson as a caregiver. She has been a caregiver on a regular basis for my 80 year old mother for some time. My mother is usually understandably resentful of her loss of independence and her reliance on caregivers. However, one delightful exception to this norm has always been Frances. It would be fair to describe my mother as a difficult client. Frances is someone my mother absolutely adores! ….During a blizzard during that terrible winter of record snowfall, Frances opted to spend the night at my mother’s house as a large snowfall was predicted and she feared that the morning caregiver would be unable to arrive…..I have found numerous notes that Frances has written in my mother’s house to other caregivers offering them little nuggets of advice…. (Mary prefers this….doesn’t really care for that…). Frances is kind, patient and caring. I believe God gifts each person to perform the work He intends…..I am not embarrassed to admit that I have called the office and asked for as many of Mom’s shifts as possible to be filled by Frances. She is such an incredible blessing to our family and we cannot thank her enough…..She is well deserving of Caregiver of the Year!” (end quote)
Praises cont’d: Next, let me share a couple of encouraging testimonies from the prison where I’ve served for over 12 years. The first is from an inmate who attends my Thur. night Bible study and the second is from one who attends my Tue. night study. Their ages and backgrounds vary greatly, but the same Lord by His same amazing grace is doing wonderful work in both. Allow me to quote from their written testimonies that they gave me. 3) “In Prison, most of us have had to live with pride, hurt, selfishness, anger and un-forgiveness. Hate has consumed us and controlled our actions, thoughts and beliefs for so long it becomes normal. But this is the old self. Once we’ve accepted Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we have a new self. Now it’s time to renew our minds. We need to try and make God smile each day by serving others, not ourselves. To do this, we have to have humility, forgiveness and love. We have to forget about what others think or say and live for Jesus. We have to put that pride away which builds walls between us and God. Humility allows us to say ‘I’m wrong’ and mean it. It allows us to change our thinking (I Pet. 5:5 says, ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble’). We need to practice God’s Word by loving and serving others, especially those who irritate us. The cops are not the enemy, as Christians we’re supposed to respect authority (I Pet. 3:13-14). When we argue or lose control, we’re losing our joy. We’re not being examples.  Let’s stop and say a prayer for them and ourselves and have forgiveness, humility and joy instead of arguing or complaining. People will see the peace and joy and say, ‘that’s what I want. How do I get it?’ It opens the door to become a witness. Paul explains in Eph. 4:22-24 that we must choose to let go of old ways of acting. Everything connected with that old way of life has to go. It’s rotten through and through. We must change the way we think. We are changed from inside out. While effort has nothing to do with our receiving salvation, it has much to do with our spiritual growth. Change is hard work, and won’t happen overnight. But when we allow God to work in us and through us, He will change us, allowing us to grow and become stronger. It’s rewarding and wonderful work! Spiritual growth is the process of replacing lies with truth. We do this by reading God’s Word and serving others. God’s Word generates life, creates faith, produces change, frightens the devil, heals hurts, builds character, imparts joy, defeats temptation, infuses hope, cleanses our minds and guarantees a future forever. We can’t live without God’s Word, and we can’t take it for granted. We must put on the character of Christ by developing new, godly habits. We have to allow God to mold us, and He will do this through the Word, other people, and trying circumstances. ….. We need to start all this by forgiving. Forgiveness is so necessary in our life to grow and change our thinking. We need to start by forgiving ourselves, just as God has already done when we asked Him to. Then we need to forgive all those who have hurt or wronged us. Until we do this, we can’t grow and learn. For me, growing and learning is a complete blessing and I love it! God teaches me daily what I need to work on. My gift from God is encouraging others. I love being able to use this gift God has given me!”
That is only part of the 4 ½ page testimony this brother passed on to me. This former “white supremacist” is now lovingly sharing his faith with men of all colors, all through the prison, in groups and one-on-one! That is such a blessing to observe! I wish you could meet and hear him in person!
4) I wish I had more time and space for this testimony from an inmate who’s been in my studies a long time, He says to my supporters, “My SCF brothers and I are grateful beyond words for Dean’s Biblical teaching!” In the letter he gave me, he says, “Easter is especially special as it reminds us of the promise of renewal, rebirth, and regeneration. I’m living proof, I not only need to be a changed man, but to exhibit and manifest crystal clearly the transformation that applies directly to why I’m here. For comeback to wholly personify in restoration, the victimizer (me) must first be broken of his characteristics which backfired. But it doesn’t stop there. My sense of entitlement, of being ‘semi-right’, and ridiculously embracing my own version of self-pity and self righteousness had to be killed dead, utterly destroyed! (How shameful that I even have to admit this!) My bonfire of dishonor isn’t minimized or eliminated, but rather overwhelmed and defeated by Christ’s restorative power ….. to deliver from myself to those who I hurt and who lost things of value …. the reconciliation of doing the right thing, no matter what. How does a man grab on to this higher level of repentant renewal? He has to do the impossible. Talk is cheap. Changed hearts are known by God but unreliable to man. I accept and embrace this truth. Repentance without restitution, paid by me, is empty. If this means that victims enjoy a 200% return or greater, fine - the more the better. I will refuse to leave my prison unless I am able to personally pay back all debts to all victims. I will live to die trying. Illusions of a beautiful past life are dead and buried. This spring is a magnificent new beginning for me to settle the truth of real repentance. Never in a million years would I repeat the old choices that I now hate! Never! My Savior’s resurrection and redeeming power afford me a resurrection of all that is good and the sustained death of all that is bad. What a blessing it is for me to pursue this course of righting my wrongs! My heart aches and always will for those I’ve let down. My dreams are consumed to make those I love proud of me again.”
Do please pray for these two men and so many others whom I get to work with who are like them. As they are finding and experiencing, real, lasting change is hard work!  And it is only possible by the resurrection power of our living Lord and the daily working in and through us of His gracious Spirit through His Word. I recently read of a study that demonstrates how much prison visits reduce recidivism (inmates returning to prison). The power of visits is great and the greatest power is from mentors and clergy who regularly go in to minister to inmates. That is the privilege I have. I want to thank you so much for partnering with me in this effective aspect of my ministry as well as all the other great aspects of ministry that God is allowing me to be a part of and to enjoy! God bless you! Please keep helping us spread the word about our camps coming this summer at Camp Machasay. Check them out on our website at www.yci.cc  Call or email me with any questions. Phone 970-520-7170; email challenge@pctelcom.coop  Thanks so much for all you do!
Gratefully with you in the encouragement of His mercy, grace and love,

Dean Patterson and family, I Cor. 15:57-58
